
Writing by Design®                                                                                                                          WritingByDesignK8.com 
  

1 

Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for Kindergarten 

Total Lessons: 96 

 (Does not include lessons from the manual Letter and Sentence Formation) 

Total Assessments: 5 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 
Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  

Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative: Shared Writing 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢  Understand the personal narrative genre 

➢  Choose a topic  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL. K3, L.K.1 

Lesson 2 ➢  Draw pictures that match the details of the narrative 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.5 

Lesson 3 ➢  Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢  Fix incomplete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢  Brainstorm and choose a topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.4, L.K.1 

Lesson 5 ➢ Brainstorm and choose details for each picture 

➢ Write events in the order they happened 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.3, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 6 ➢  Use sensory details to add more description  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 7 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Summary of a Narrative Text: Shared Writing 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢  Understand the personal narrative genre 

➢  Choose a topic 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL. K3, L.K.1 
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Lesson 2 ➢  Draw pictures that match the details of the narrative 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.5 

Lesson 3 ➢  Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢  Fix incomplete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢  Brainstorm and choose a topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.4, L.K.1 

Lesson 5 ➢ Brainstorm and choose details for each picture 

➢ Write events in the order they happened 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.3, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 6 ➢  Use sensory details to add more description  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 7 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Summary of an Informative Text: Shared Writing 

 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢  Understand the importance of using complete sentences in their writing 

➢  Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1 

Lesson 2 ➢  Understand that the central idea is the main idea of the whole text 

➢  Identify the central idea from an article  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 3 ➢  Understand the summary genre 

➢  Write the title and author of the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, L.K.1 
Lesson 4 ➢  Understand that the topic sentence of a summary tells the reader the central idea of the article 

➢  Write the topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢  Understand that a summary includes only the most important details 

➢  Choose the most important details from the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.8, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3 

Lesson 6 ➢  Understand that a summary includes only the most important details 

➢  Write the most important details  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 7 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, L.K.1, L.K.2 
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Informative: Shared Writing 
 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢  Understand the information genre 

➢  Write a topic sentence 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 2 ➢  Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢  Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that details support a topic 

➢  Write details  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢  Use sensory details to add more description  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Opinion: Shared Writing 
 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the Opinion genre 

➢ Form a class opinion of a book 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 2 ➢  Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Identify complete and incomplete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 3 ➢  Draw one detail to support the class’ opinion 

➢  Write 2-4 reasons for the class’ opinion 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Personal Narrative: Guided Writing 
 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢  Understand the Personal Narrative genre 

➢  Choose a topic and write a topic sentence  
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CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1 

Lesson 2 ➢  Draw and write events in the order they happened 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.1, SL.K.5 

Lesson 3 ➢  Use sensory details to add more description  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Summary of a Narrative Text: Guided Writing 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢  Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢  Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1 

Lesson 2 ➢  Understand that the author’s message is what the author wants readers to learn  

➢  Identify the author’s message from a story and write it in your own words 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 3 ➢  Understand the Summary genre 

➢  Write the title and author of the text 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.5, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, L.K.1 

Lesson 4 ➢  Understand that the author’s message is what the author wants readers to learn 

➢  Write the author’s message  

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, and 

end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the beginning of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 6 ➢  Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, and 

end 

➢  Draw and write the most important details from the middle of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, and 

end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the end of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 8 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Summary of an Informative Text: Guided Writing 
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Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand that the central idea is the main idea of the whole text 

➢ Identify the central idea from an article  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the Summary genre 

➢ Begin the topic sentence with the title and author  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, SLK.K1, SL.K.2, L.K.1 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that the topic sentence of a summary tells the reader the central idea of the text 

➢ Write the topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details 

➢ Identify the most important details from the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.8, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3 

Lesson 6 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Informative: Guided Writing 
 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the Informative genre 

➢ Write the topic sentence 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that details support a topic 

➢ Draw pictures and write details  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that details support a topic 

➢ Draw pictures and write details  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Use sensory details to add more description  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Opinion: Guided Writing 
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Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences in their writing 

➢ Identify complete and incomplete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the Opinion genre 

➢ Write an opinion of the story 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL. K2, SL.K.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Draw two pictures that support your opinion 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5 

Lesson 4 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Personal Narrative: Independent 

 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Fix run-on sentences 

CCSS 

➢ SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the Personal Narrative genre 

➢ Choose a topic  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1 

Lesson 3 ➢ Draw events in the order they happened 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, SL.K.1, SL.K.5 

Lesson 4 ➢ Write the topic sentence 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Write details in the order they happened 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.4, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Use sensory details to add more description  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.4, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 7 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative 

➢ Use the strategies from the genre chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.4, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Summary of a Narrative Text: Independent 
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Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand that the author’s message is what the author wants readers to learn 

➢ Identify the author’s message  

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the Summary genre 

➢ Write the title and author of the text 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.5, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, L.K.1 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that the author’s message is what the author wants readers to learn  

➢ Write the author’s message  

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, 

and end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the beginning of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, 

and end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the middle of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, 

and end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the end of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 8 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary of a narrative text 

➢ Use the strategies from the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ RL.K.1, RL.K.3, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.5, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Summary of an Informative Text: Independent 

 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand that the central idea is the main idea of the whole text 

➢ Identify the central idea from an article  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 
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Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the Summary genre 

➢ Begin the topic sentence with the title and author  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, L.K.1 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that the topic sentence of a summary tells the reader the central idea of the text 

➢ Write the topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details 

➢ Identify the most important details from the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.8, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details 

➢ Write the most important details  

CCSS 

➢ RI.K.1, RI.K.2, W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 7 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary 

➢ Use the strategies from the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Informative: Independent 

 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences in their writing 

➢ Fix run-on sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, SL.K.1, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the Informative genre 

➢ Choose a topic 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Draw pictures to give details about the person  

➢ Write a title and topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Write three details about the topic 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Use sensory details to add more description 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a descriptive paragraph 

➢ Use the strategies from the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.6, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 
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Opinion: Independent 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Form sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.5, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the Opinion genre 

➢ Form an opinion of the story 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.7, SL.K.1, SL.K.2, SL.K.3 

Lesson 3 ➢  Draw and write two reasons that support the opinion 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, SL.K.1, SL.K.3, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Lesson 4 ➢  Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, L.K.1, L.K.2 

Assessment ➢ Write an opinion about a book 

➢ Use the strategies from the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.K.1, W.K.5, W.K.6, W.K.7, SL.K.1, L.K.1, L.K.2 

 

Total Number of Lessons: 96 

Total Number of Assessments: 5 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment. 
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Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 1st Grade 

Total Lessons: 65 

Total Assessments: 7 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 
Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  

Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the narrative genre 

➢ Choose a topic  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Draw events in the order they happened 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, W.1.4 

Lesson 3 ➢ Write a topic sentence 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.1, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Write three details 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.3, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Write an ending with a feeling or reflection 

➢ Add a title 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.3, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Include naming nouns 

CCSS 

➢ SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 7 ➢ Use adjectives to add more description  

CCSS 

➢ SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 8 ➢ Use linking words effectively 

CCSS 

➢ L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 9 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.3, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 10 ➢ Edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.3, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative that represents a 4 for all rubric components 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.3, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 
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Summary of a Narrative Text 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.7, SL.1.1, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the summary genre 

➢ Write the title and author of the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.15, W.1.6, W.1.7, SL.1.1, SL.1.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that the author’s message is what the author wants the reader to learn from the story  

➢ Write the author’s message  

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.5, SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that the author’s message is what the author wants the reader to learn from the story  

➢ Write the author’s message  

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.5, SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, and 

end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the beginning of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.5, W.1.5, W.I.5, W.1.6, SL.1.5, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, and 

end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the middle of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.5, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.5, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the beginning, middle, and 

end 

➢ Draw and write the most important details from the end of the story 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.5, W.1.5, W1.6, SL.1.5, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand that an ending sentence of a summary restates the author’s message 

➢ Write the ending sentences  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 9 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.5, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary of a narrative text 

➢ Represent a score of 3 for all rubric components 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.5, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

 

Summary of an Informative Text 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Form complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.7, SL.1.1, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the summary genre 

➢ Begin the topic sentence with the title and author of the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.5, W.1.6, W.1.7, SL.1.1, SL.1.3 
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Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that the central idea is the main idea of the whole text 

➢ Identify the central idea from an article and write it in your own words 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.8, W.1.5, SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that the topic sentence of a summary tells the reader the central idea of the text 

➢ Write a topic sentence 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.8, W.1.5, SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a summary includes the most important details from the text 

➢ Identify the most important details from the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.2, RI.1.5, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details 

➢ Write the most important details from the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.5, RI.1.8, SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that an ending sentence of a summary includes the central idea 

➢ Write the ending sentences  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 8 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.2, RI.1.5, RI.1.8, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informative text 

➢ Represent a score of 3 for all rubric components 

CCSS 

➢ RI.1.2, RI.1.5, RI.1.8, W.1.5, W.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

 

 

Informative: Description 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the informative genre 

➢ Choose a topic  

CCSS 

➢ W1.2, W1.5, SL1.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the importance of using complete sentences  

➢ Fix run-on sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W1.5, SL1.6, LS1.2 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that the topic sentence tells the reader what the story is about 

➢ Write the topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ W1.2, W1.5, SL1.6, LS1.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand how details support a topic 

➢ Write details about the favorite toy 

CCSS 

➢ W1.2, W1.5, SL1.1, SL1.4, LS1.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a concluding sentence ends the description paper 

➢ Write an ending that retells the topic in a different way 

CCSS 

➢ W1.2, W1.5, SL1.6, LS1.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that naming a noun adds more description to the details 

➢ Add naming nouns  

CCSS 

➢ W1.5, SL1.4, LS1.1, LS1.2 
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Lesson 7 ➢ Understand how adjectives add description to the details  

➢ Use adjectives   

CCSS 

➢ W1.5, SL1.1, SL1.4, LS1.1 

Lesson 8 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W1.5, SL1.1, SL1.4, SL1.6, LS1.1, LS1.2 

Lesson 9 ➢ Apply edits 

CCSS 

➢ W1.2, SL1.4, SL1.6, LS1.1, LS1.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a descriptive paragraph 

➢ Represent a score of 4 for all rubric components 

CCSS 

➢ W1.2, SL1.4, SL1.6, LS1.1, LS1.2 

 

 

Informative: How-to Book 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand that the Informative: How-to genre tells the reader how to do something 

➢ Choose a topic 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.7, SL.1.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Write a title 

➢ Understand that a topic sentence tells the reader what the paragraph is about 

➢ Write the topic sentence 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.6, W.1.7, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that instructions are written in order 

➢ Draw and write instructions using linking words 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.2, W.1.6, W.1.7, SL.1.1, SL.1.5, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that the conclusion is the end of the writing 

➢ Write the concluding sentence 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.2, W.1.6, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Revise and edit  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Assessment ➢ Write a how-to paragraph 

➢ Represent a score of 4 for all rubric components 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

 

 

Opinion of a Book 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the Opinion genre 

➢ Form an opinion of the story 

CCSS 

➢ SL.1.1, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand that reasons support an opinion 

➢ Draw and write reasons that support the opinion 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 
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Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that a concluding sentence ends the opinion paper 

➢ Write a concluding sentence that makes a recommendation 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.6, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that naming nouns add more description to details 

➢ Add naming nouns  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, SL.1.1, SL.1.4, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand how adjectives add description to details  

➢ Add adjectives  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, SL.1.1, SL.1.4, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Use linking words effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1 

Lesson 7 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 8 ➢ Apply edits 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Assessment ➢ Write an opinion paragraph 

➢ Represent a score of 4 for all rubric components 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

 

 

Opinion of a Topic 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand that complete sentences have two parts 

➢ Write complete sentences 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the Opinion genre 

➢ Form an opinion about a topic 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, SL.1.1, L.1.1 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that reasons support an opinion 

➢ Draw and write reasons that support the opinion 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 4 ➢ Write a letter using the informal letter format 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 5 ➢ Write a rough draft using the informal letter format 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that the conclusion is at the end 

➢ Write a conclusion 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.2, W.1.6, SL.1.1, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that naming nouns add more description to the details 

➢ Add naming nouns  



Writing by Design®                                                                                                                          WritingByDesignK8.com 
  

15 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, SL.1.4 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand how adjectives add description to details  

➢ Add adjectives  

CCSS 

➢ W.1.5, SL.1.4 

 

Lesson 9 

➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Lesson 10 ➢ Apply edits 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

Assessment ➢ Write an opinion paragraph 

➢ Represent a score of 4 for all rubric components 

CCSS 

➢ W.1.1, W.1.5, W.1.6, SL.1.4, SL.1.6, L.1.1, L.1.2 

 

Total Number of Lessons: 65 

Total Number of Assessments: 7 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment 

  



Writing by Design®                                                                                                                          WritingByDesignK8.com 
  

16 

Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 2nd Grade 

Total Lessons: 71 

Total Assessments: 7 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 
Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  

Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative 

 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the narrative genre 

➢ Choose a topic for their narrative 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, SL.2.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Identify different ways to engage the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.4, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that the topic sentence tells the reader what the story is about 

➢ Write a topic sentence  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.1, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the importance of putting events in order 

➢ Write events in the order they happened 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.10, SL.2.4, SL.2.5 

Lesson 5 ➢ Identify a conclusion in a text 

➢ Write a conclusion with a feeling or reflection 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.5 

Lesson 6 ➢ Identify adjectives and sensory details  

➢ Describe details of events using adjectives and sensory details 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 7 ➢ Identify and include naming nouns 

CCSS 

➢ SL.2.1, SL.2.4 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand that vivid verbs add details  

➢ Describe details of events using vivid verbs 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.4, SL.2.1, SL.2.4, L.2.1. L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 9 ➢ Understand the importance of transitions and varying sentence beginnings in writing 

➢ Use transitions and vary sentence beginnings effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.4, W.2.5, SL.2.4, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 10 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 
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➢ W.2.3, W.2.4, W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 11 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.4, W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative that includes all elements from the Personal Narrative Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.3, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6  

 

 

 

Summary of a Narrative Text 

 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the summary genre 

➢ Take notes on the narrative’s plot 

CCSS 

➢ RL.2.1, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand theme  

➢ Write the title, author, and theme of the text 

CCSS 

➢ RL.2.1, W.2.10, SL.2.1, SL.2.3, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that a summary of a narrative text includes only the main ideas of the plot 

➢ Write an outline  

CCSS 

➢ RL.2.1, RL.2.3, RL.2.5, W.2.4, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that a topic sentence for 

a summary of a narrative includes the theme 

➢ Write a rough draft 

CCSS 

➢ RL.2.1, RL.2.3, RL.2.5, W.2.4, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that a summary ends with a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.4, SL.2.1, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that paraphrasing information means putting information into your own words 

➢ Practice paraphrasing information 

CCSS 

➢ RL.2.1, RL.2.3, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that transitions connect ideas within a paragraph and help the flow of writing 

➢ Add transitions 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.1 

Lesson 8 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 9 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary of a narrative text using all elements from the Genre Chart  

CCSS 

➢ RL.2.1, RL.2.3, RL.2.5, W.2.4, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.2, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 
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Summary of an Informative Text 

 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the summary genre 

➢ Understand that central idea is the main idea of the text 

➢ Write the title, author, and central idea of the text 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.1, RI.2.2, W.2.10, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 2 ➢ Understand that paraphrasing information means putting information into your own words 

➢ Practice paraphrasing information 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.1, RI.2.2, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that a summary includes only the most important details from the text 

➢ Identify and write the main ideas of the article in their own words 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.1, RI.2.2, W.2.10, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that a summary ends with a concluding sentence 

➢ Write a concluding sentence  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.4, SL.2.1, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand different genres use different organizational structures 

➢ Identify different organizational structures 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.5, SL.2.1 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that a topic sentence includes the central idea 

➢ Write a rough draft 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.5, W.2.4, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.2, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that transition words connect ideas within a paragraph and help with the flow of writing 

➢ Add transition words 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.1 

Lesson 8 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 9 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informative text 

➢ Apply the strategies from the Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.5, W.2.4, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.2, SL.2.6, L2.1., L.2.2, L.2.3 

 

Informative: Description 

 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the informative genre 

➢ Choose a topic 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.5, SL.2.1, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3 
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Lesson 2 ➢ Take notes  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.4, W.2.8, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that the topic sentence tells the reader what the paper is about 

➢ Write the topic sentence 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.4, W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3 

Lesson 4 ➢ Identify different ways to engage the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.4, W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand how facts and definitions develop a topic 

➢ Write facts to develop the topic 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, SL.2.4, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand that a concluding sentence ends the paper 

➢ Write a conclusion that restates the topic  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.4, SL.2.1, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that naming nouns add description  

➢ Add naming nouns  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.6 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand how adjectives and sensory details add description to the details  

➢ Use adjectives 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.4, SL.2.4, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 9 ➢ Understand how to add detail using vivid verbs 

➢ Add vivid verbs  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.6 

Lesson 10 ➢ Understand the importance of transitions and varying sentence beginnings 

➢ Use transitions and vary sentence beginnings  

CCSS 

➢ W.2., SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 11 ➢ Write a rough draft 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, SL.2.4, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 12 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Lesson 13 ➢ Apply edits effectively  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

Assessment ➢ Write a descriptive paragraph 

➢ Use all elements from the Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.2, W.2.8, SL.2.4, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.3, L.2.6 

 

Opinion of a Book 

 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 
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Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the opinion genre 

➢ Form an opinion of the story 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, L.2.1, L.2.3 

Lesson 2 ➢ Identify different ways to engage the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.2, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that reasons support an opinion 

➢ Write reasons that support the opinion 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.8, W.2.2, W.2.4, W.2.6, W.2.10, LS.2.3, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that a conclusion ends the paper 

➢ Write a conclusion that makes a recommendation while restating the opinion 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand that naming nouns add more description to details 

➢ Add naming nouns  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand how adjectives and sensory details add description  

➢ Add adjectives and sensory details  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand how to add vivid verbs 

➢ Add vivid verbs  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand the importance of transitions and varying sentence beginnings 

➢ Use transitions and vary sentence beginnings  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 9 ➢ Write a rough draft 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 10 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 11 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Assessment ➢ Write an opinion paragraph 

➢ Apply all elements from the Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

 

Opinion of a Topic 

 
Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the opinion genre 

➢ Form an opinion about a topic 

CCSS 
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➢ W.2.1, SL.2.1, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, L.2.1, L.2.3 

Lesson 2 ➢ Identify different ways to engage the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.2, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand that reasons support an opinion 

➢ Write reasons that support the opinion 

CCSS 

➢ RI.2.8, W.2.2, W.2.4, W.2.6, W.2.10, LS.2.3, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 4 ➢ Understand that a conclusion ends their paragraph 

➢ Write a concluding sentence that asks a question 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 5 ➢ Write a letter using informal letter format 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 6 ➢ Write a rough draft  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1, L.2.2, L.2.3 

Lesson 7 ➢ Understand that naming nouns add description to details 

➢ Add naming nouns  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand how adjectives and sensory details add description 

➢ Add adjectives and sensory details  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1 

Lesson 9 ➢ Understand how to add vivid verbs 

➢ Add vivid verbs  

CCSS 

➢ W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1 

Lesson 10 ➢ Understand the importance of transitions and varying sentence beginnings  

➢ Use transitions and vary sentence beginnings effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.6, L.2.1 

Lesson 11 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL2.6, L.2.1, L2.2., L.2.3 

Lesson 12 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL2.6, L.2.1, L2.2., L.2.3 

Assessment ➢ Write a letter stating an opinion about a topic 

➢ Apply all elements from the Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.10, SL2.6, L.2.1, L2.2., L.2.3 

 

Total Number of Lessons: 71 

Total Number of Assessments: 6 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment. 



Writing by Design®                                                                                                                          WritingByDesignK8.com 
  

22 

Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 3rd Grade 

Total Lessons: 50 

Total Assessments: 4 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 

Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  
Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the personal memoir genre 

➢ Choose a topic  
CCSS 

➢ W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, SL.3.1, SL.3.3, SL.3.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the purpose of engaging the reader 

➢ Write a repeating line  
CCSS 

➢ W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, SL.3.1, SL.3.3, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 3 ➢ Organize the events into an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, SL.3.4 
Lesson 4 ➢ Add details to the outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.5, SL.3.3, SL.3.4, SL.3.6, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 5 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline  

CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 6 ➢ Write a reflective close 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 7 ➢ Develop details of events with description and dialogue 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 

Lesson 8 ➢ Use vivid verbs and sensory details  
CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 9 ➢ Use figurative language effectively 

CCSS 
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➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 10 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 11 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 12 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative that includes all the elements from the Personal Memoir Genre 

Chart 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, SL.3.4, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 

 

Summary of an Informative Text 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of summary writing 

➢ Understand the difference between summarizing narratives and Informative texts 

➢ Identify types of informative structures 
CCSS 

➢ RI.3.2, SL.3.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Identify the central idea of an article 

➢ Identify the main ideas of each paragraph 
CCSS 

➢ RI.3.2, W.3.8, SL.3.1, L.3.1  
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the importance of paraphrasing 

➢ Understand how to use outlines to compose a rough draft 

➢ Compose a rough draft  
CCSS 

➢ W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4, L.3.6 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write the conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.3.4, W.3.8, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the importance and purpose of academic language 

➢ Use academic language effectively 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4, L.3.6  
Lesson 6 ➢ Use transitions effectively 
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➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4, L.3.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Revise and edit using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.6, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4, L.3.6 
Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informative text that reflects everything on the Summary: Informative 

Genre Chart  
CCSS 

➢ RI.3.2, W.3.8, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.4, L.3.6 

 

Informative: Classification 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of informative writing 

➢ Understand the organizational structure of classification 

➢ Understand the purpose of informative writing 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, SL.3.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Use research to develop topics 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.6, W.3.7, W.3.8, SL.3.4 
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, SL.3.1, SL.3.4, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.10, SL.3.1, SL.3.4, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, SL.3.1, SL.3.4, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.7, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
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CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 10 ➢ Understand how illustrations can help aid comprehension 

➢ Incorporate illustrations 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.2 
Lesson 11 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 12 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand the purpose of a bibliography 

➢ Write a bibliography 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, W.3.6, W.3.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an informative essay that includes all the  

       elements from the Classification Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.6, W.3.7, W.3.8, W.3.10, SL.3.4, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3, L.3.6 

 

Opinion 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose for writing an opinion 

➢ Select a topic 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.5, W.3.7, SL.3.1, SL.3.3, SL.3.6 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand there are many different  

viewpoints to consider when forming an opinion 

➢ Summarize two different viewpoints 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.6, W.3.7, SL.3.1, SL.3.3, SL.3.6 
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the purpose of a claim 

➢ Write a claim 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.6, W.3.7, W.3.10, L.3.2, L.3.6 
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Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the purpose and benefit of creating an outline 

➢ Organize reasons using an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.5, SL.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.5, SL.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, SL.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.10, SL.3.3, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.6 
Lesson 8 ➢ Develop reasons and evidence 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.10, L.3.1 
Lesson 9 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.6, W.3.10, SL.3.3, L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.3.1 
Lesson 11 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.5, L.3.1, L.3.3, L.3.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.5 
Assessment ➢ Write an opinion essay that reflects all elements from the Opinion Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.3.1, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, L.3.1, L.3.2 
 

Total Number of Lessons: 50 

Total Number of Assessments: 4 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment.  



Writing by Design®                                                                                                                          WritingByDesignK8.com 
  

27 

Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 4th Grade 

Total Lessons: 54 

Total Assessments: 4 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 

Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  
Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the memoir genre 

➢ Choose a topic 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.1, SL.4.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand the purpose of engaging the reader 

➢ Write a repeating line 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.1, L.4.1, L.4.2 
Lesson 3 ➢ Organize the events into an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4., W.4.8, SL.4.4 
Lesson 4 ➢ Add details to the outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.5, W.4.8, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2 
Lesson 5 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2 
Lesson 6 ➢ Write a reflective close 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2 
Lesson 7 ➢ Establish the mood and tone 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, SL.4.1, SL.4.4, L.4.5 
Lesson 8 ➢ Develop details of events with description/action 

➢ Use vivid verbs and sensory details to set the tone and mood 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.5, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2 
Lesson 9 ➢ Use figurative language effectively  



Writing by Design®                                                                                                                          WritingByDesignK8.com 
  

28 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.5 
Lesson 10 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.5 
Lesson 11 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.5 
Lesson 12 ➢ Apply edits 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2 
Assessment ➢ Write a Personal Memoir that includes all the elements from the Personal Memoir Genre 

Chart 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6, W.4.8, W.4.10, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.5 

 

Summary of an Informative Text 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of summary writing 

➢ Understand the difference between summarizing narratives and Informative texts 

➢ Identify types of informative structures 
CCSS 

➢ RI.4.2, SL.4.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Identify the central idea of an article 

➢ Identify the main ideas of each paragraph 
CCSS 

➢ RI.4.2, W.4.8, SL.4.1, L.4.1 
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the importance of paraphrasing 

➢ Understand how to use outlines to compose a rough draft 

➢ Compose a rough draft  
CCSS 

➢ W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write the conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.4.4, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 

Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the importance and purpose of academic language 

➢ Use academic language effectively 
CCSS 
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➢ W.4.5, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.4, L.4.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.4, L.4.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Revise and edit using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.4, L.4.6 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informative text that reflects everything on the Summary: 

Informative Genre Chart  
CCSS 

➢ RI.4.2, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.4, L.4.6 

 

Informative: Classification 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of informative writing 

➢ Understand the organizational structure of classification 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, SL.4.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible sources and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.6, W.4.8, SL.4.4 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes categorizing information with headings 

➢ Document sources while conducting research  
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.6, W.4.8, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the purpose of a thesis statement 

➢ Write a thesis statement 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.10, SL.4.1, L.4.1, L.4.2, L4.1 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.4., W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.1, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 
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➢ W.4.2, W.4.4., W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.1, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.4., W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.1, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 9 

 

➢ Develop the topic with facts, definitions, details, and examples 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Embed quotations 

CCSS 

➢ W.42, W.4.6, W.4.8 
Lesson 11 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary the sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand how illustrations can help aid comprehension 

➢ Incorporate illustrations 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.2 
Lesson 14 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.5, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Apply edits 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.5, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 16 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.6, W.4.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an informative essay that includes all the  

       elements from the Classification Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.2, W.4.4, W.4.6, W.4.8, W.4.10, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 

 

Opinion 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 
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Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of opinion writing 

➢ Select a topic 
CCSS 

➢ SL.4.1, SL.4.3 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand different viewpoints when forming an opinion 

➢ Summarize two different viewpoints 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.8, SL.4.1, SL.4.3, SL.4.4 
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the purpose of a claim 

➢ Write a claim 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.8, W.4.10, SL.4.1, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline to support a claim 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.5, SL.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the importance of considering audience and anticipating counterclaims 

➢ Identify possible counterclaims and write a rebuttal 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.10, SL.4.1, SL.4.3, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.1, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6, W.4.10, SL.4.1, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.1, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop reasons and evidence 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.10, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 11 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary the sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
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Lesson 12 ➢ Revise using the rubric 
CCSS 

➢ W.4.5, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Lesson 13 ➢ Apply edits 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.5, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
Assessment ➢ Write an opinion essay that reflects all elements from the Opinions Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.7, W.4.10, SL.4.3, SL.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6 
 

Total Number of Lessons: 54 

Total Number of Assessments: 4 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment. 
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Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 5th Grade 

Total Lessons: 60 

Total Assessments: 4 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 
Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  

Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 
Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the narrative genre 

➢ Choose an event/situation for a narrative 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, SL.5.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand multiple points of view 

➢ Write their essay in first-person 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, SL.5.1 
Lesson 3 ➢ Identify the intended audience for a narrative 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5., W.5.8, W.5.10, SL.5.1, L.5.1, L.5.2 
Lesson 4 ➢ Establish the mood and tone for their narrative 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, SL.5.1, L.5.5 
Lesson 5 ➢ Organize the events in a narrative 

➢ Show control over time and pacing 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2 
Lesson 6 ➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2 
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline as a guide 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2 
Lesson 8 ➢ Write a reflective close 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop details of events with description and action 

➢ Use vivid verbs and sensory details 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.5, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2 
Lesson 10 ➢ Develop characters with physical description and dialogue 
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CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.5, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2 
Lesson 11 ➢ Use figurative language effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.5, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.5 
 

Lesson 12 

 

➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.5 
Lesson 13 ➢ Revise narratives using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.6, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.5 
Lesson 14 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.6, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.5 
Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative that includes all elements from the Personal Narrative Genre 

Chart  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.6, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.5 

 

Summary of an Informative Text 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of summary writing 

➢ Understand the difference between summarizing narratives and informative texts 

➢ Identify types of informative structures 
CCSS 

➢ RI.5.2, W.5.8, SL.5.1, L.5.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Identify the central idea of an article 

➢ Identify the main ideas of each paragraph 
CCSS 

➢ RI.5.2, W.5.8, SL.5.1, L.5.1 
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the importance of paraphrasing 

➢ Understand how to use outlines to compose a rough draft 

➢ Compose a rough draft  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write the conclusion to a summary 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.4, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
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Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the importance and purpose of academic language 

➢ Use academic language effectively 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.4, L.5.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.4, L.5.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Revise and edit using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.6, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.4, L.5.6 
Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informative text that reflects everything on the Summary: 

Informative Genre Chart  
CCSS 

➢ RL.5.2, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.4, L.5.6 

 

Informative: Classification 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of informative writing 

➢ Understand the organizational structure of classification 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, SL.5.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.6, W.5.6, SL.5.4 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes categorizing information with headings 

➢ Document sources while conducting research  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the purpose of a thesis statement 

➢ Write a thesis statement  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.10, SL.5.1, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
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Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop the topic with facts, definitions, details, and examples 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.6, W.5.8 
Lesson 11 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand how illustrations can contribute to a reader’s understanding 

➢ Incorporate illustrations  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.2 
Lesson 14 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Apply effective edits 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 16 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.6, W.5.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an informative essay that includes all the  

       elements from the Classification Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.8, W.5.10, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
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Opinion 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of opinion writing 

➢ Select a question 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.5, W.5.7, SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.6, W.5.7, W.5.8, SL.5.1, SL.5.3 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes and document sources while conducting research 

CCSS 

W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.10, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

Lesson 4 ➢ Summarize viewpoints as presented in research 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, SL.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, SL.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Analyze research to develop a claim for a thesis statement 

CCSS 

➢ W.86.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, SL.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Understand the importance of considering the audience and anticipating counterclaims 

➢ Identify possible counterclaims and write a rebuttal 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.10, SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, SL.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

Lesson 9 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.10, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

Lesson 10 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.10, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.3 
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Lesson 11 ➢ Continue to develop reasons and evidence  
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.8, W.5.10, SL.5.3, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

Lesson 12 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.8 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand the importance and purpose of academic and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic and/or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.5, L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 
Lesson 14 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, SL.5.4, L.5.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 

Lesson 16 ➢ Apply effective edits 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.10, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3 

Lesson 17 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.8 

Assessment ➢ Write an opinion essay that reflects all elements from the Opinion Genre Chart 
CCSS 

➢ W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.10, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

 

Total Number of Lessons: 60 

Total Number of Assessments: 4 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment. 

  



Writing by Design®                                                                                                                          WritingByDesignK8.com 
  

39 

Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 6th Grade 

Total Lessons: 59 

Total Assessments: 4 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 
Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  

Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the narrative genre 

➢ Choose an event/situation for the narrative 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.1, SL.6.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand multiple points of view 

➢ Write the narrative in first-person 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, SL.6.1, L.6.1, L.6.3 
Lesson 3 ➢ Identify the intended audience  

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.1, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Establish the mood and tone  

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, SL.6.1, L.6.5 
Lesson 5 ➢ Organize the events to show control over time and pacing 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2 
Lesson 6 ➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline  

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5 W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3  
Lesson 8 ➢ Write a reflective close 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop details of events with description and action 

➢ Use vivid verbs and sensory details 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 10 ➢ Develop characters with physical description, dialogue, and expressions 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 11 ➢ Use figurative language effectively  

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.5 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 
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➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.5 
Lesson 13 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.5 
Lesson 14 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.5 
Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative that includes all the elements from the Personal Narrative Genre 

Chart 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.5 

 

Summary of an Informative Text 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of summary writing 

➢ Understand the difference between summarizing narratives and informative texts 

➢ Identify types of informative structures 
CCSS 

➢ RI.6.2, W.6.8, SL.6.1, L.6.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Follow the author’s organizational structure 

➢ Identify the central idea and write a topic sentence 

➢ Distinguish main ideas from trivial information 

➢ Paraphrase information using the main ideas 

➢ Compose a rough draft 
CCSS 

➢ RI 6.2, W 6.8, W 6.10, SL 6.1, SL 6.4, L.6.1 
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.6.4, W.6.8, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the importance and purpose of academic language 

➢ Use academic language effectively 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.4, L.6.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the difference between revision and editing 

➢ Revise and edit using the rubric 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.4, L.6.6 
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Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informational text that reflects everything on the Summary: 

Informational Genre Chart  
CCSS 

➢ RI.6.2, W.6.8, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.4, L.6.6 

 

Informative: Classification 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 

  

➢ Understand the purpose of informational writing 

➢ Understand the organizational structure of classification 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, SL.6.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible sources and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.6, W.6.8, SL.6.4 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes categorizing information with headings 

➢ Document sources while conducting research 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, W.6.4, W.6.6, W.6.8, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the purpose of a thesis statement 

➢ Write a thesis statement 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, W.6.4, W.6.10, SL.6.1, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, W.6.4, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.1, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.1, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  

CCSS 

➢ W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.1, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop the topic with facts, definitions,  

      details, and examples 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, W.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
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Lesson 10 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, W.6.6, L.6.8 
Lesson 11 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, L.6.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand how illustrations can help aid comprehension 

➢ Incorporate illustrations 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.2 
Lesson 14 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 16 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, W.6.6, W.6.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an informational essay that includes all the  

       elements from the Classification Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.2, W.6.4, W.6.6, W.6.8, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 

 

Argumentative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of argumentative writing 

➢ Select a topic  
CCSS 

➢ W.6.5, W.6.7, SL.6.1, SL.6.3, SL.6.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.6, W.6.7, W.6.8, SL.6.1, SL.6.3 
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Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes and document sources while conducting research 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.6, W.6.7, W.6.8, W.6.10, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 

Lesson 4 ➢ Summarize viewpoints as presented in research 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, SL.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline  
CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, SL.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Analyze research to develop a claim for a thesis statement 

CCSS 

➢ W.86.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, SL.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Understand the importance of considering audience and anticipating counterclaims 

➢ Identify possible counterclaims and write a rebuttal 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.10, SL.6.1, SL.6.3, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, SL.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.10, SL.6.3, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.10, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.3 
Lesson 11 ➢ Develop reasons and evidence 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.6, W.6.8, W.6.10, SL.6.3, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.8 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.6.5, L.6.1, L.6.3, L.6.6 
Lesson 14 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
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CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, SL.6.4, L.6.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 16 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.10, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3 
Lesson 17 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft  

CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an argumentative essay that reflects all elements from the Argument Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.6.1, W.6.4, W.6.6, W.6.7, W.6.8, W.6.10, SL.6.3, SL.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.6 

  

Total Number of Lessons: 59 

Total Number of Assessments: 4 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment. 
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Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 7th Grade 

Total Lessons: 59 

Total Assessments: 4 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 
Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  

Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

Personal Narrative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the narrative genre 

➢ Choose an event/situation for the narrative 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, SL.7.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand multiple points of view 

➢ Write the narrative in first-person 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.1, L.7.3 
Lesson 3 ➢ Identify the intended audience  

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Establish the mood and tone  

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, SL.7.1, L.7.5 
Lesson 5 ➢ Organize events to show control over time and pacing 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2 
Lesson 6 ➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline  

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.2 

Lesson 8 ➢ Write a reflective close 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop details of events with description and action 

➢ Use vivid verbs and sensory details 
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CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 10 ➢ Develop characters with physical description, dialogue, and expressions 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 11 ➢ Use figurative language effectively  

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.5 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L7.2, L.7.3, L.7.5 
Lesson 13 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.5 
Lesson 14 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.5 
Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative that includes all the elements from the Personal Narrative Genre 

Chart 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.5 

 

Summary of an Informative Text 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of summary writing 

➢ Understand the difference between summarizing narratives and informational texts 

➢ Identify types of informative structures 
CCSS 

➢ RI.7.2, W.7.8, SL.7.1, L.7.1 

Lesson 2 ➢ Follow the author’s organizational structure 

➢ Identify the central idea and write a topic sentence 

➢ Distinguish main ideas from trivial information 

➢ Paraphrase information using the main ideas 

➢ Compose a rough draft 
CCSS 

➢ RI 7.2, W 7.8, W 7.10, SL 7.1, SL 7.4, L.7.1 

Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.7.4, W.7.8, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
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Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the importance and purpose of academic language 

➢ Use academic language effectively 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 

Lesson 5 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 

Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the difference between revision and editing 

➢ Revise and edit using the rubric 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.6 

Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informational text that reflects everything on the Summary: 

Informational Genre Chart  
CCSS 

➢ RI.7.2, W.7.8, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.6 

 

Informative: Classification 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of informational writing 

➢ Understand the organizational structure of classification 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, SL.7.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.6, W.7.8, SL.7.4 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes categorizing information with headings 

➢ Document sources while conducting research 
CCSS 

➢ W..7, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.8, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the purpose of a thesis statement 

➢ Write a thesis statement 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.10, SL.7.1, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 
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➢ W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6  
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop the topic with facts, definitions,  

      details, and examples 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.6, W.7.8 
Lesson 11 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary the sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.2 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand how illustrations can help aid comprehension 

➢ Incorporate illustrations 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 14 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 16 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft  

CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.6, W.7.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an informational essay that includes all the  

       elements from the Classification Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.8, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
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Argumentative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of argumentative writing 

➢ Select a topic  
CCSS 

➢ W.7.5, W.7.7, SL.7.1, SL.7.3, SL.7.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.6, W.7.7, W.7.8, SL.7.1, SL.7.3 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes and document sources while conducting research 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.7, W.7.8, W.7.10, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 4 ➢ Summarize viewpoints as presented in research 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline  
CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Analyze research to develop a claim for a thesis statement 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Understand the importance of considering audience and anticipating counterclaims 

➢ Identify possible counterclaims and write a rebuttal 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.10, SL.7.1, SL.7.3, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.10, SL.7.3, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.10, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.3 
Lesson 11 ➢ Develop reasons and evidence 

CCSS 
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➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.8, W.7.10, SL.7.3, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.8 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.5, L.7.1, L.7.3, L.7.6 
Lesson 14 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, SL.7.4, L.7.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 16 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3 
Lesson 17 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft  

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an argumentative essay that reflects all elements from the Argument Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.7, W.7.8, W.7.10, SL.7.3, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.6 

 

Total Number of Lessons: 59 

Total Number of Assessments: 4 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment. 
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Writing by Design®  

Scope and Sequence for 8th Grade 

Total Lessons: 59 

Total Assessments: 4 

 

Introductory Six Traits Lessons 

 
Lesson 1-6 Six lessons introducing the Six Traits of Writing:  

Idea, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 

 

 

Personal Narrative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the narrative genre 

➢ Choose an event/situation for the narrative 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, SL.8.1, SL.8.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Understand multiple points of view 

➢ Write the narrative in first-person 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, SL.8.1, SL.8.6, L.8.1 
Lesson 3 ➢ Identify the intended audience  

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, SL.8.1, SL.8.6, L.8.5 
Lesson 4 ➢ Establish the mood and tone  

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, SL.8.1, SL.8.6, L.8.5 
Lesson 5 ➢ Organize the events to show control over time and pacing 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2 
Lesson 6 ➢ Write an engaging introduction 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline  

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W8.4, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.6 
Lesson 8 ➢ Write a reflective close 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.5, W.8.10, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop details of events with description and action 

➢ Use vivid verbs and sensory details 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.5, W.8.10, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.6 
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Lesson 10 ➢ Develop characters with physical description, dialogue, expressions, and gestures 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.5, W.8.10, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.6 
Lesson 11 ➢ Use figurative language effectively  

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, SL.8.6, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.5, L.8.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.5, L.8.6 
Lesson 13 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.5, L.8.6 
Lesson 14 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, SL8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.5, L.8.6 
Assessment ➢ Write a personal narrative that includes all the elements from the Personal Narrative Genre 

Chart 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, SL8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.5, L.8.6 

 

Summary of an Informative Text 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 
Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of summary writing 

➢ Understand the difference between summarizing narratives and informational texts 

➢ Identify types of informative structures 
CCSS 

➢ RI.8.2, W. 8.8, SL.8.1, L. 8.1 
Lesson 2 ➢ Follow the author’s organizational structure 

➢ Identify the central idea and write a topic sentence 

➢ Distinguish main ideas from trivial information 

➢ Paraphrase information using the main ideas 

➢ Compose a rough draft 
CCSS 

➢ RI 8.2, W 8.8, W 8.10, SL 8.1, SL 8.4, L.8.1 
Lesson 3 ➢ Understand the strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.8.4, W.8.8, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3  
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the importance and purpose of academic language 

➢ Use academic language effectively 
CCSS 
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➢ W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.4, L.8.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the difference between revision and editing 

➢ Revise and edit using the rubric 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.4, L.8.6 
Assessment ➢ Write a summary of an informational text that reflects everything on the Summary: 

Informational Genre Chart  
CCSS 

➢ RI.8.2, W.8.8, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.4, L.8.6 

 

Informative: Classification 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 

Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of informational writing 

➢ Understand the organizational structure of classification 
CCSS 

➢ SL.8.1, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible sources and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.6, W.8.8, SL.8.1 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes categorizing information with headings 

➢ Document sources while conducting research 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.6, W.8.8, SL.8.4, L.8.6 
Lesson 4 ➢ Understand the purpose of a thesis statement 

➢ Write a thesis statement 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.10, W.8.8, L.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.10, SL.8.1, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3 
Lesson 6 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
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Lesson 7 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 

Lesson 8 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  
CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Develop the topic with facts, definitions, details, and examples 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 

Lesson 10 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 11 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.5, L.8.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary the sentence beginnings 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.5, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand how illustrations can help aid comprehension 

➢ Incorporate illustrations 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.2 
Lesson 14 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 

Lesson 15 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 

Lesson 16 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft  

CCSS 

➢ W.8.8 

Assessment ➢ Write an informational essay that includes all the elements from the Classification 

Genre Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 

 

 

Argumentative 

Lesson Objective & CCSS 
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Lesson 1 ➢ Understand the purpose of argumentative writing 

➢ Select a topic  
CCSS 

➢ W.8.5, W.8.7, SL.8.1, SL.8.3, SL.8.4 
Lesson 2 ➢ Distinguish between credible and unreliable sources 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.6, W.8.7, W.8.8, SL.8.1, SL.8.3 
Lesson 3 ➢ Take notes and document sources while conducting research 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, SL.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 4 ➢ Summarize viewpoints as presented in research 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.6, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.10, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 5 ➢ Understand the purpose of creating an outline 

➢ Organize notes into an outline to support a claim 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, SL.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 6 ➢ Analyze research to develop a claim for a thesis statement 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, SL.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 7 ➢ Understand the importance of considering audience and anticipating counterclaims 

➢ Identify possible counterclaims and write a rebuttal 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.10, SL.8.1, SL.8.3, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3 
Lesson 8 ➢ Understand the importance of engaging the reader 

➢ Write an engaging introduction 
CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, SL.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 9 ➢ Compose a rough draft using an outline 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.10, SL.8.3, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 10 ➢ Understand strategies used to write a conclusion 

➢ Write a conclusion  

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.10, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.3 
Lesson 11 ➢ Develop reasons and evidence 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.6, W.8.8, W.8.10, SL.8.3, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 12 ➢ Understand when and how to use parenthetical citations 

➢ Embed quotations 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.8 
Lesson 13 ➢ Understand the purpose of academic language and discipline-specific language 

➢ Replace common words with academic or discipline-specific words 
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CCSS 

➢ W.8.5, L.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.6 
Lesson 14 ➢ Use transitions effectively 

➢ Vary sentence beginnings 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, SL.8.4, L.8.3 
Lesson 15 ➢ Revise using the rubric 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3 
Lesson 16 ➢ Apply edits effectively 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3 
Lesson 17 ➢ Apply MLA format to the final draft  

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.8 
Assessment ➢ Write an argumentative essay that reflects all elements from the Argument Genre 

Chart 

CCSS 

➢ W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.6, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.10, SL.8.3, SL.8.4, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6 

 

Total Number of Lessons: 59 

Total Number of Assessments: 4 

It is recommended to give a practice assessment before each assessment. 
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